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©« Fabbati, 2 5 die Aprilis, 1789. 
«© ORDERED, 
« THAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given 
% to the LORD BISHO OF LONDON, for the excel- 
„ lent Sermon by him preached before His 
« MAE STV and both HousEs OF PARLIAMENT, at 
St. Paul's Church, on Thurſday laſt, the Day of 
« Public Thankſgiving appointed by His MajzsTY; 
« and that Mr. RoBERT SMITH, and Mr. WILBER- 
« FORCE, do attend his Lordſhip with the Thanks 
cc J. HATSEL, Cl. Dom. ( 
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o TARRY THOU THE LORD'S LEISURE; BE STRONG, 
AND HE SHALL COMFORT THINE | HEART; AND 


PUT THOU THY TRUST IN THE LORD, 


HA this life is not, and was not intended to 
be, a ſtate of perfect happineſs, or even of con- 
ſtant eaſe and tranquillity, is a truth which no 
one will be diſpoſed to controvert. That we are beſet 
with dangers, and expoſed to calamities of various kinds, 
which we can neither foreſee nor avert, 18 equally certain, 

It is a fact, which, probably, moſt of thoſe, who now 

hear me know too well, from their own experience ; and 5 
the reſt will moſt afſuredly know it, full time enough. ; 
B 155 For 
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For there cannot be a weaker or more childiſh imagina- 


tion, than to flatter ourſelves with the hope of paſſing 


through the world without our ſhare of thoſe calamities, 


which are inſeparable from mortality. Affliction then, 


of one kind or other, being unavoidable, it Is evidently 
a matter of the very laſt Importance to every human 


Being, to enquire carefully what are the beſt and moſt 


ſolid ſupports and conſolations under it, where they are 
to be found, and how to be ſecured. Now the ſhorteſt 


and moſt effect ual way of obtaining ſatisfaction on theſe 


points is, to apply to men of the beſt judgment, and moſt 


experience in the caſe; to thoſe who have themſelves 


paſſed through the greateſt variety of ſufferings, have 


fought for every poſſible alleviation of them that could 


be found, and are therefore the beſt able to decide on the | 


value and the efficacy of the remedies they have actually 


tried. If we turn our thoughts to men of this deſcrip- 
tion, we ſhall find few perſons better qualified to give us 


compleat information on this head, than the Royal 


Author of the Text before us. He was initiated early 


in the ſchool of adverſity ; and though he was afterwards 


raiſed, by the hand of Providence, to a Throne, yet, in 
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that exalted ſituation, ke experienced a long ſucceſſion of 
the ſevereſt trials, and the bittereſt afflictions, that are in- 
cident to human nature. How much he felt on theſe 


occaſions 18 ſufficiently evident from his writings, in 


which he gives vent to the diſtreſs and agony of his ſoul 
in the ſtrongeſt and moſt impaſſioned language that grief 
can dictate, Yet with theſe complaints are mingled 


generally the warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude and thank- 


fulneſs, for the unſpeakable comforts he frequently ex- 
perienced under theſe calamities, and the hopes he enter- 


tained, not only of being enabled to bear them patiently, 


but of finally triumphing over them. From whence 


then were theſe comforts and theſe hopes derived? This 
isthe great queſtion; ; the great tobjectof our preſent enquiry. 


And the anſwer to it is in few words. They were 


derived from TRUST IN GOD. This it was which he 


declared to be his great refuge in diſtreſs; his ſhield, his 
rock, his caſtle, his houſe of defence, his beſt and firmeſt 


ſtay under all his various misfortunes. This holy con- 


fidence is indeed the moſt ſtriking and prominent fea- 


ture in his character. It diſcovers itſelf in every page of 


his writings. It ſometimes throws a ray of chearfulneſs 


+ - 5 HR e. even 


1 
| even over his gloomieſt moments, and unexpectedly turns 
his heavineſs into joy. ce In the Lord put I my truſt,” 
ſays he, “ how ſay ye then to my ſoul, that ſhe mould 
e flee as a bird unto the hill? The Lord is my refuge, 
4 and my God i is the ſtrength of my confidence. In the 


"i 


K 


multitude of the ſorrows that I had 1 in my heart, thy 


« 


* 


comforts have refreſhed my ſoul. They that know 


ba) 


6 


thy name will put their truſt i in thee, for thou, Lord, 
« haſt never failed them that ſeek thee.” And again in 
the words of the text, O tarry thou the Lord's lei- = 


* fſure; be ſtrong, and he ſhall comfort thine heart ; and 
5 put thou * truſt in the Lord. i 3] 5 


This great example then is a powerful recommenda- 

tion of that ſovereign. medicine to the afflicted ſoul, 

TRUST IN GOD, But does chriſtianity alſo encourage 

us to have recourſe to-it? And does it promiſe us =—_ 3h 
| fame conſolation that the Royal pſalmiſt derived from it? 
'T heſe are enquiries well worthy our moſt ſerious atten- 
tion: and they will lead us to reflexions peculiarly adapted 
| to the preſent joyful ſolemnity. 
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1 91 15 
Now the firſt thing that naturally preſents itſelf to our 
thoughts on this ſubject is, that moſt comfortable 


doctrine of an over-ruling Providence, which Reve- 


lation teaches and eſtabliſhes on the firmeſt grounds. 


It is impoſſible for any thinking man, who ſuppoſes 


that the world and all its affairs are under no other 
direction than that of chance and fortune, to enjoy any 
true and permanent tranquillity of mind, Every one 


muſt feel himſelf uncaſy and wretched, at having his 


all embarked on ſo precarious a bottom, and the whole 


happineſs of his life left to the mercy of the next acci- c 


dent that may befall him. There i is ſuch a variety of 


evils to which human nature is continually expoſed, : 


and from which no human prudence can poſſibly ſecure 5 
us, that without a firm confidence 1 in ſome powerful 


Superintendent, who i is both able and willing to protect 


us, we muſt be under perpetual apprehenſions for our- 


ſelves, and thoſe who are moſt dear to us. But that there 


Ts ſuch a ſuperintending power all nature proclaims 


aloud; all the diſcoveries of ſcience confirm it; and the 


Holy Scriptures -aflertit, in the cleareſt and moſt explicit 


terms. 


2 
terms. They inform us, that we are under the conſtant 
guardianſhip of an Almighty Friend and Protector, WhO 
ſees the very minuteſt events, and governs the moſt 


caſual ; who in the immenſe range of creation does not 


forget or overlook the leaſt or meaneſt of his creatures * 


who commands us to ** take no thought for the mor- 


„row, but to caſt all our care upon him becauſe he 


* careth for us; who has declared that“ as he clothes 


** the graſs of the field, ſo will he much more clothe us;” 
that the very hairs of our head are all numbered; 


and that he will never leave us or forſake us.” 


Here now is a firm and equate foundation foe en- 


joyment of the preſent moment, and indifference about 


the next. Under the perſuaſion that no diſaſter can 


reach us without his permiſſion, Who watches over us 


With an eye that never llumbers, and a tenderneſs which 


nothing but guilt can withdraw from us, we can face 


thoſe unknown terrors from which Pagan philoſophy 


turned away diſmayed; can look forward unmoved into 


| futurity, and contemplate all the poſſible contingencies 


that may befall us, with intrepidity and unconcern; with 


. the 


E 


the chearfulneſs of a mind at perfect eaſe, repoſing itſelf 


in full confidence and ſecurity on "wo Crane diſpoſer of 


all worldly events. 


hy. 


Such is the fupport which TRUST IN 60D affords us 


againſt the fear of future ill, one of the moſt fruitful and 


formidable ſources of human miſery. 
But when our fears are verified, and calamity has 


actually overtaken us, what comfort can we then derive > 
from this boaſted principle ? 


We derive from it this moſt effectual and ſubſtantial 


one; that the gracious author and preſerver of our being 


will (if we ſerve him faithfully) permit nothing to befall 


us, but what is hon the whole beneficial to us; and that, in 


the great variety and ſcemingly diſcordant mixture of 


human affairs, „ehe will make all things work together 


Ko for good to them that love him.” He expreſsly tells us, 


chat * whom he loveth, he chaſtneth, and ſcourgeth 


* every: ſon whom he receiveth. Afflictions, there- 


fore, far from being any marks of God's diſpleaſure, 


1 1 
are proofs of his kindneſs to us. They are fatherly 


corrections, they are friendly admonitions, they are 
ſalutary, though unpalatable medicines. They are in 
ſhort inſtruments in the hands of our Maker, to im- 
prove our minds, to rectify our failings, to detach us 
from the preſent ſcene, to fix our affections on things 
above, and thus form in us that humble and devout 
temper of mind, and unblemiſhed ſanctity of life, which | 
are neceſſary to qualify us for the great purpoſe of our 
creation, the attainment of everlaſting Happineſs 1 in ano- 
ther and a better world. 


Theſe conſiderations are a ſolid ground for that firm 
truſt in the wiſdom and the goodneſs of God, which 
will be ſufficient to ſupport us, even when his hand lies 
heavieſt upon us. And we know in fact that it has ſup- 


ported che greateſt and the beſt of men under the (evereh 
preſſure of affliction. 


But nd as 1 this conſolation, is, our divine W 
has greater ſtill in ftore for us. We are encouraged to 
hope not only for comfort and aſſiſtance under affliction, 
| | but 


1 1 

but ſometimes alſo for relief, and even deliverance out of 

- it. We are commanded “ to be careful for nothing; but 
jn every thing by prayer and ſupplication to make our 


cc 


requeſts known unto God. We are aſſured, that the 


.c 


* 


effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 


c 


mY. 


much; that the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 


— 


ce and his ears are open to their prayer; that godlineſs 


0 


99 15 profitable unto all things, having the promiſe of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come; and 
that if we ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and his 


righteouſneſs, all other things ſhall be added to us. ; 


c 


A 


N 


0 


But how, ſays the Philoſopher and the Diſputer of 
this world, can theſe things be? How is it poffible that 
God ſhould thus interpoſe 3 in behalf of individuals, af: 
1 even of nations, without either i interrupting the courſe of 

nature, orover-ruling the free agency of his rational crea- 
tures? Admitting, for a moment, this ſuppoſeddifficulty; 
who ſhall preſume. to fay that the great Governor of the 
Univerſe may not, if be ſees fit, ſuſpend, or alter, for 
an inſtant, thoſe general laws, . which he has himfelf 
5 eltablied? Who will venture to affirm, - that on great 
ä and. 


[4] 4 
and momentous occaſions, which involve the fate, not E7 
only of the greateſt perſons, but of the greateſt empires 1 

upon earth, he may not, even by extraordinary means, | 
bring about ſuch events, as he ſees requiſite for the 


= a. general good? 475 9 
| | 6 


But theſe ſuppoſitions are unneceſſary. There 
are, undoubtedly, a thouſand ways in which the 
Supreme Lord of all may, without the leaſt violation 
of the ordinary courſe of nature, give a new turn to 
human affairs, and produce, unexpectedly, the moſt 
diſaſtrous or moſt beneficial effects. He can render the 

5 moſt regular operations of the material world, and the 
freeſt actions of his creatures, ſubſervient to his will; and 
by the inſtrumentality of ſecond cauſes, can accompliſh 72 
every purpoſe of his wiſe and righteous Government. 
: He can, for inſtance, at particular periods, raiſe up perſons 
with diſpoſitions and talents peculiarly adapted to the 
execution of his deſigns. He can place them in cir- 
cumſtances and ſituations, and preſent to their minds 


objects and incitements calculated to promote the gra- 


cious ends he has in view. He can ſo diſpoſe, adjuſt, 


and 


contrary. 


E 
and combine the common occurrences of life, as to draw 


from them whatever conſequences he thinks fit; and 


(as almoſt every day's experience may convince us) he can, 


by incidents the moſt trivial, and apparently the moſt 


fortuitous, give birth to the moſt important changes and 
revolutions on the great Theatre of the World. 


That by theſe and various other means (utterly beyond 


the reach of our conceptions) he both may, and will, : 
| whenever he ſees it expedient, interpoſe i in the concerns ; 
of men; and that he will more particularly ſometimes 
; reſcue his faithful ſervants from impending. miſery and 
ruin, is ſo far from being incredible, or even improba- 
ble, that it would be inj1 urious to the honour and dignity 
of his government, it would be repugnant to all our 


ideas of his moral attributes, and even to the cleareſt 


principles of reaſon and ſound philoſophy, to ſuppoſe the 


% 


It would by prepoſterous to maintain, that he has 0 


entirely given up the reins of government out of his 
— ſo irrevocably bound himſelf by fixt and immu- 
"0 2 555 table 


table laws and ordinances, that he can never, in any 
7 circumſtances, or on any emergency, ſhow himſelf 
plainly to be the Sovereign Ruler of the World. 
That he ſhould thus manifeſt himſelf at proper intervals 
to the ſons of men, not only to protect the good, but to 
i awaken the thoughtleſs from that forgetfulneſs of him, into 

which they are but too apt to fall, ſeems highly requiſite, 


and worthy of him who is the great Lord of the Univerſe. 


All ages, and all nations, have concurred in believing 
ſuch interpoſitions of the Almighty, and have applied to 
him on that belief; and Revelation places the doct rine 


; beyond all controverſy. 


And, thanks be to God, theſe concluſions of Reaſon, 
and theſe promiſes of Scripture, have been ' happily 
confirmed to us by our own repeated experience. 
There i is not a nation upon earth, that has been favoured | 
with a greater number of providential deliverances than 


our on; and there are none of theſe that are impreſſed 5 


with plain and more unequivocal marks of a Divine 


| Interpoſition, than that, which i is now the ſubje& of our 
F hagkGgivings to Heaven. Incredulity itſelf has been 
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compelled to own, that the hand of God has been viſible 


on the preſent occaſion ; nor is the j joy of the nation more 


univerſal, than its belief of that great and important truth, 


But above all, the heart of our SOVEREIGN is deeply i im- 


preſſed with this conviction, that IN GODWASHIS HELP; 


and that, to his peculiar blefling on the means uſed for his 


recovery, that recovery is to be aſcribed. Throughout 


the whole of his ſevere trial, his TRUST IN GOD never 


forſook him: and before that God he now appears in 
this holy and venerable ſtructure, ſurrounded with his 


faithful and affectionate ſubjes, to offer up, in the moſt 


public manner, and with a ſeriouſneſs and a folemnity : 


thoſe ſignal mercies, which have been ſo recently vouch- 
ſafed to him, and through him to this whole kingdom. 
A ſpectacle more ſtriking, more aweful, more dignified, 


more intereſting, more edifying, has ſcarce ever been 


pious Monarch, in the preſence of his whole kingdom, 85 
proſtrated himſelf before that magnificent edifice, which. | 
he 


ſuited to the occaſion, his praiſes and thankſgivings for 


preſented to the obſervation of mankind. I know not 1 
whether we are to except even that celebrated one re- 
corded in the firſt book of Kings, where a great and a 


& 
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he had juſt crechult to the honour of his Maker, and then 
ſpreading forth his hands towards Heaven, poured out 
the devout emotions of his ſoul, in that inimitable prayer 
delivered down to us in the ſacred writings * This, it 
muſt be confeſſed, was a ſcene moſt eminently calculated 
to raiſe the ſoul towards Heaven; to fill it with the 
ſublimeſt conceptions of the Deity, and to impreſs it 
with the livelieſt ſentiments of veneration, piety, devo- 
g tion, and gratitude. And ſurely effects of a fimilar 
nature, and little inferiour i in degree, may be expected 
from the preſent aweful ſolemnity. For though the 
two occaſions are, it muſt be owned, in ſome reſpects 
diſſimilar ; though we are not now met to dedicate a : 
TEMPLE to God; yet we are met, I truſt, for a ſtill nobler y 
Dedication, for the Dedication of a WHOLE PEOPLE, with 
2 their SOVEREIGN at their head, to their Almighty Pro- 
tector, their common Benefactor and Deliverer; for the 
= Dedication. of ourſelves, our ſouls and bodies, throughout : | 
5 the whole courſe of our future lives, to his worſhip, his 


ſervice, his laws, and his religion, Nothing leſs than : 


1 Kings viii. 22, 
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this can be an n adequate return to our Heavenly Father, 
for raiſing up our beloved Sovereign from the bed of 
ſickneſs, and preſerving to us, in his perſon, every thing 
that is dear and valuable to us, as Men, as Britons, and 
as Chriſtians. F or how i is it poſſible, on ſuch an occa- 
ſion as the preſent, not to remember, or not to acknow— 
ledge, the many other invaluable bleſſings we poſſeſs, 
as well as that which completes and confirms them 
all, that which we this day commemorate? Are we 
| not as a people bleſt beyond example, and almoſt beyond 
belief! 2 Do ve not enjoy the pureſt mode of worſhip, 
the beſt conſtituted form of government, the moſt equal 
laws, the moſt able and moſt upright adminiſtration of : 
- Juſtice ? Are we not perfectly ſecure in our perſons, our 
properties, our civil and religious liberties? Are not 


our manufactures flouriſhing, our population encreafing, 


our public burthens gradually leſſening, our agriculture 
highly improved, our commerce boundleſs? Are not 
the marks of peace, of comfort, of chearfulneſs, of | 
affluence, viſible on every ſide; and are not our credit, 


and reputation abroad, commenſurate to our proſperity 
and happineſs at home ? 


1.901 


1f this be a true picture of our ſituation, how can we 


ever expreſs, as we ought, our thankfulneſs to the gra- 


cious Author of all theſe mercies? It i 18 not the obſerv- 

” ance, it is not the devotion, however ardent, of a ſingle 
day, that can be a ſufficient evidence of our gratitude. 
The only ſure and certain proof of our ſincerity, i is the 

reformation of our hearts, and the ſuture holineſs of our : 


lives. This is a language which cannot be miſtaken; in 


which there can be no diſſimulation or diſguiſe; a lan- 


guage, which ſpeaks to the ſenſes of mankind, and i is 
ſure of being heard and accepted at the Throne of Grace. 5 


In the exterior acts of worſhip, our hearts may not 


always accompany our lips. We may be lukewarm „in- 


attentive, or infincere. But he, who from a principle of 
gratitude to heaven, renounces thoſe favourite ſins, which 
moſt eaſily beſet him, and devotes himſelf to the ſervice 

; of his Maker, can never be ſu ſpected of pretended ſanctity 
or hypocritical devotion. Here then at this ſolemn hour, 


and i in this facred place, when we are offering up our 


thankſgivin gs to God, let us, at the fame time, kacrifice, 


0 at the foot of his altar, our vices, our follies, our paſſio- 


nate fondneſs for diverſions, our exceſſive attachments to 
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any purſuits that tend to draw off our affections from 


* Heaven and heavenly things: and more eſpecially our 
1 5 frequent, our growing profanations of that facred day 

=— which our Maker claims as his own ; which i is the great | 
1 ſecurity and bulwark of our religion; the great barrier 
= againſt the inroads of ſecularity and diſſipation; T which 
ought never to be debaſed by unbecoming levities, by | 
worldly occupations, by dangerous amuſements, by any 
thing, in ſhort, that tends to deſecrate the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, to obliterate chat mark of diſcrimination, which 


Divine authority and primitive uſage have ſtamped upon 
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it, and to ſinkit! into the common maſs of u nhallowed days W 


It f is a feſtival, we own, it isa moſt joyful feſtival; but 
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it is a religious one too; a and it mould be obſerved, not 
with! intem perate gaiety, nor yet with a gloomy and auſtere | 
ſuperſtition, but with that rational piety, that decent, 
| modeſt, chaſtiſed, and ſober chearfulneſs, which ſo well 
| : CO becomes the character of the day; and which (with ſome 
5 exceptions) has, i in fact, uſually diſtinguiſhed it in this 
kingdom. It is a diſtinction which does honour to. 


us as a people. It.i what few other Chriſtian coun- 


* 
e 


4 $1 
in 


tries can boaſt. * is altogether worthy of- the firſt 
2 Proteſtant: 


E 


Proteſtant Church in Europe; and no reaſoning, no 


| ridicule, no falſe ambition to imitate the freer manners 
of our neighbours on the continent, ſhould ever induce 


us to give it up. 


But, at the ſame time, let not external obſervances con- 


ſtitute the whole of our religion; let us be Chriſtians, 


not in name and appearance only, but in deed and in 


truth; and above all, let us cultivate that heavenly ſpirit 


of meekneſs, gentleneſs, forbearance, candour, equity, 


and charity, which i is the diſtinguiſhing character of the | 
goſpel, and which ought to mark diſtinRly every part 
| of our conduct, both public and private. Let i it inſtantly 6 
baniſh from our hearts 5 all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
0c, clamour, and anger, and evil-ſpeaking, with all 
be malice” and let us become, what we have every rea- 
ſon upon earth to become, a contented, a thankful, ö 
united, a virtuous, a religious people. Let this place be 
the grave of every unchriſtian ſentiment and paſſion ; ; 
let this day be the æra of general barmony and concord. 
We have met here i in joy; let us depart i in peace. Let 7 


us, both as individuals and as members of the commu- 
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nity (for the precept applies to us in both capacities) be 


0 kind and tender-hearted one towards another,” watchful. 


over ourſelves, reſpectful and dutiful to all our lawful 


ſuperiours, grateful and obedient to God. 


If theſe be our reſolutions reſpecting our future con- 


duct, we may then ſafely apply to ourſelves that ſublime 
: benediction with which Solomon diſmiſſed the people, 
when the great buſineſs of the Dedication was cloſed. 
May the Lord our God be with us, as he was with our 


fathers; let him not leave us, or forſake us. That he 


% may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his 


« ways, and to keep his commandments, and his 


N 5 


ſtatutes, and his judgements, which he commanded 


La) 


our fathers. And let theſe my words, wherewith 


1 have made ſupplication before the Lord, be nigh 


* 


6 


unto the Lord our God, day and night, that he may 


N 


8 maintain the cauſe of his ſervant, and the cauſe of his 


cc 


=) 


people, at all times, as the matter ſhall require. T hat 
all the people of the earth may know that the Lord i 


£6 is 
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d, and that there 
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to walk 


Let your heart 


ne elſe. 
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therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, 
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